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shy of the subject. A democratic electorate is never likely to entrust
an hereditary Assembly with larger powers than remain to the existing
House of Lords under the Parliament Act, and it is extremely difficult
to construct any other which would not be a rival power to the
House of Commons. The problem which baffled Asquith in 1911,
Baldwin found no easier in 1927.
The otherwise humdrum course of events in the summer of 1927
was enlivened by the proceedings of the Home Secretary, Sir William
Joynson-Hicks, popularly known as "Jix," who, not content with
the denunciation of the Russian Treaty which had followed quickly
on the election of 1924, conducted a vigorous offensive of his own
against the Russian Trade Agency (" Arcos ") which had been per-
mitted to remain in London. On the afternoon of May 12 a posse
of plain-clothes police descended on its premises, seized and collected
all the documents they could lay hands on and, when the head of
the delegation declined on the plea of diplomatic privilege to give up
the keys, blew open the safes. The Foreign Secretary, Sir Austen
Chamberlain, appeared to be not a little embarrassed by these proceed-
ings, and told the House of Commons that they were no concern of his.
The City of London too was far from easy in its mind about this
method of dealing with an organization which had registered itself
as " a British company " and was handling very important business.
The Home Secretary, however, found himself the hero of the hour
in the Conservative popular press, which stoked anti-alien and anti-
Russian feeling to a white heat in the next few days, and his colleagues
had to look on while he provided the material for an exciting melo-
drama published in instalments. The plot followed the best models.
A secret document of great importance was missing from the War
Office, and there was reason to think that it was concealed somewhere
on the premises of Arcos or was actually in the possession of someone
employed there. A search-warrant having been obtained, the raid
followed, and the fact that nothing was discovered confirmed the
Home Secretary in his belief that he was dealing with very skilful and
intelligent as well as very crafty people. By this time ke had an
important clue in the fact known or surmised that the document had
been reproduced by means of a photostatic apparatus and, renewing
their search, his agents were rewarded by finding in the cellars of Arcos
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